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Al Ihe bagmning ulnugst mls pand olf of Bay Farm Road had
all bul dried up. Photo by Kelly Clark

Back in Action
Bay Farm pond returns

By MORAG MACLACHLAN

Just 35 fast as il disap-
pearcd, the pond off of Bay
Farm Road has been replen-
ished. The solution o this
walery mysiery was  just
underneath the surface.

The peculiar  draining
vccueeed alatost instamily. On
July 16 the pond was a theiv.
ing body of watcr, but on July
19 it took on the image of a
creek bed. Pond-goers began
to speculate. Had a pumping
system at the lower end of the
pond failed? Was it a case of
supply and demand? Was
watering nearby bugs reduc.
ing the water level? Bob
Burnham, onc of the Bay
FFarm  Association  Trust
trustees, cnlisted the help of
properly  managcr  Rich
- Moschtelli and vowed (o get
1o the bottom of it

After a week of siudying
the mitsing body of water, the
pair became frustrated and
Burnham contacted  local
businessman Chris Phillips of
Phillips Tree and
Construction. Buraham said
he and Phillips met at the

Less than a month atler the
pond began “disappearing”
minor repairs by local
Ouxbury businessman Chris
Phillips restored the pond to
its full capacily at live inches
per day.

pund a1 6:30 a.m. and the light
of the early mosing allowed
the pair ta clearly see the rout
of the probicm.

“We saw a break in Ihe
bottom of the output arca,”
Burnham said,

Phillips said he found
three fist-sized holes in the
overflow dam. He was able o
construct 3 acw overflow
inside the existing overflow
during the sccund week of
August. He saitl the result was
water pouring back into the
area at a rate of five inches a
day.

“The pond is entirely
spring  fed,” Conservation
Adniinistrator Joc Grady said.
“There was a gapting halc and
the water going out was
greater than the amount com-
ing in.”

Restoration of the pond
was a prierily for gesidents
duc to its historical ronts in
that pant of lown. Dack in
July, 3 conccrncd acighbor,
Terry Fitzpatrick of Bay Farm
Road, said the roughty hall-
acre pond has been around
since the 1940s, when it was
built by the seminarians at
Miramar. From there, it
became a swimming poad and
many of the kids in town
learned to swim there in the
50s and 60s, accurding W
Fitzpatrick.

"Whcn Bay Farm was built
in 1981, they couldn't gt a
permit for the pond to be a
swimming pond and put lish
in instcad.. five to six pound
fazge mouth bass,” Filzpatrick
said.

Fitzpatrick was onc of the
many residents who moved
fish living in the pond 10 a
lower pomd when the water
level dropped sharply in July.
Buraham  said the pund
already looks much better and
that all the big turiles who call
the pond home survived the
ordeal.

“1t look a gond tcam lo fig-
urc out what was going on,”
Bumham said. “We were able
to solve the problem quickly
because the town and Chris
worked together.”




